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The Revolution Just around the Corner: Italian American 
Radicals and the Mexican Revolution, 1910–1914
by Michele Presutto

In 1911, Italian radicals from the United States 
crossed the border with Mexico to go and �ght in 
Tijuana. �eir presence in revolutionary Mexico was 
brief, and they soon returned to California. In the United 
States, a series of debates and controversies began about 
the true nature of the Mexican Revolution that would 
last until the beginning of the First World War.  

�e author uses Italian, Mexican, and American 
sources to reconstruct the debate among several groups 
in Italian, Spanish, and English. Among the factions, we 
�nd on one side the newspapers L’Era Nuova of Paterson 
and Regeneración of Los Angeles (which also printed a 
supplement in Italian), and on the other side Cronaca 
Sovversiva of Barre.

�is article is a historic reconstruction rooted in the 
relationship between Italian and Mexican immigrants 
in the United States, encompassing their political 
experiences in the receiving society as well as in their 
places of origin. It addresses diverse groups, newspapers, 
and personalities, among them Luigi Galleani, Ludovico 
Caminita, and Umberto Postiglione.

�is article also analyzes 
the impact of immigrant 
workers, particularly Italians, 
on the movement for solidarity 
with the Mexican Revolution in 
the United States. At the same 
time, it studies the evolution 
of the Italian American radical 
movement at the beginning of 
the twentieth century.

On Being Ethnic in the Twenty-First Century: A Generational 
Study of Greek Americans and Italian Americans
by Angelyn Balodimas-Bartolomei

 �roughout the course of history, the cultural 
exchange between Greeks and Italians has been an 
ongoing phenomenon. �e impact both groups have left 
on each other’s soil and the fusion between these two 
cultures are re�ected in much of their art, architecture, 
music, food, and language. In the United States, Greek 
Americans and Italian Americans have shared similar 
immigrant experiences that have shaped their current 
ethnic identities and representations in American society.
 Although during the past century numerous 
studies have been performed on each group, few are 
currently being conducted. Also, comparative studies 
focusing on these two similar groups are nonexistent. 
Such studies are important for documenting and 
understanding similarities and di�erences between the 
two Mediterranean groups while also examining the 
recent generational changes within each community. 
Furthermore, comparative studies can help each 
community gather new ideas for promoting and 
maintaining their ethnicity. 
 �is article aims at initiating this work through a 
comparative study that examines and compares the stance 
on identity of second-, third-, and third-plus-generation 
Greek Americans and Italian Americans. �rough the 
distribution of a questionnaire designed speci�cally for 
each community, the project looks at ways these two 
groups interpret various issues a�ecting their community 
and ethnicity while also determining the characteristics 
that constitute being a Greek or Italian American today. 
�e study additionally seeks to compare the generational 
increase or decrease of ethnicity markers in both groups. 

Cartoon by Ludovico Caminita, “�e True Causes of the Mexican Revolution,” 1913.

SYMPOSIUM: GIUSEPPE DE SANTIS CENTENNIAL
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This spring the Calandra Institute hosted a three-day symposium celebrating the work of Giuseppe De Santis and his contributions to 
cinema, �lm studies, and intellectual engagement. De Santis’s creative writings as a young critic stimulated discussion of a new concept 
of cinema that could explore cinematic and cultural innovations as well as promote democracy, equality, and social justice. His �lms have 
left an indelible mark on international cinema. The event was organized by the online Italian cinema journal Rivista Luci e Ombre, with the 
special participation of Gordana Militic-De Santis, Plinio Perilli, and Marco Grassi. Two De Santis �lms were screened: Bitter Rice (1950), and 
Roma ore 11 (1952). The symposium closed with a screening of the documentary Giuseppe De Santis (2008) by Carlo Lizzani.


